Briefly, Lester cannot spell. He has improved much in this respect in the last few months, but he can still read much better than he can spell. Furthermore, he is not very good at the arithmetic which he should be doing at his age level and grade. These are his troubles. The talent I mentioned will be discussed in full later.
born with the uncanny ability of confounding psychologists by amounting to so much more than their test scores would indicate. In contrast to those elements of his personality which make the, above statement true, Lester has, I must admit, his defects. The business of weighing these and trying to determine how much they will mean to Lester when he is full grown and ready for the world is a delicate one.
To begin with first impressions?which is the only logical way to begin anything?there can be no doubt that Lester is as healthy, as well-developed, as full-grown, and as active an American boy as could be found anywhere. He these he allowed one cent per sale. I remarked that the commission was rather small, but Lester pointed out that they would rather make that than make nothing, and the point seemed to be well taken.
In a hundred other ways has the boy shown his ability in this direction. At the advanced age of thirteen he has decided to go into the real estate trade, and believes that there is more money to be made in that than in anything else. He may be right or wrong, but the fact remains that Lester will get ahead. He has the ability, and he has the influence to give him the right start. The way is smoothed for him, and I look for a career little short of meteoric. He bites into his problems in a way which belies the I.Q. of merely 104; bites into them the same way he bit into the annoyance of his poor spelling. Probably the best argument I used was the one that he would need spelling in business. That was speaking the language he could understand, and the ambition it gave him lasted almost a full week.
He spends money foolishly, sometimes. He spends it fairly well, at others. But he knows how to make it, from what he has told me, and that is a great merit these days.
